
THE NOVEL AND THE ROMANCE: 
SOME DISTINCTIONS 

 

THE ROMANCE 1 

Not necessarily tied to reality 

Enjoys its subjective stance 

Details can be sketchy 

Emphasis on action 

Filled with stylized people/archetypes 

Characters illustrate plot 

Two-dimensional characters, simple motives 

Emotions are abstract or symbolic 

Character origins left a mystery 

Not much intricacy of relation 

Mythic, allegorical, & symbolistic forms 

Vague or conflicting sense of time 

Setting is exotic & changeable 


