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GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 
HONORS PROGRAM | FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE 

 

FYE 1220H BF - 85689 
Fall 2013 
Reading and Writing the Web 
MW 1:25-2:15 
Eidson House 1015 

Dr. Joe Pellegrino 
Newton 3302C 

8:00-10:00 MWF 
912.478.0897 

jpellegrino@georgiasouthern.edu 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Thematic seminar designed to promote information literacy skills and support students' cognitive and affective integration into the 
University community. Required during the first semester for all students new to the University (except for transfer students with 30 
hours or more); students may not withdraw. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Seminar outcomes 
Students will be able to . . . 

 Critically evaluate print and electronic information for its currency, relevancy, authority, accuracy and purpose. 

 Apply documentation guidelines for print and electronic information used in assignments. 

 Articulate what constitutes plagiarism and avoid representing the work of others as their own. 
 

Extended Orientation outcomes 
Students will be able to . . . 

 Describe societal rationales for supporting college education and compare these to their own personal motivations for 
attending college. 

 Locate Georgia Southern resources and services necessary for their academic and personal success. 

 Analyze their use of time in relation to their goals and either: 1) develop a plan to align their use of time more closely with their 
goals; or, 2) defend their use of time as appropriate for achieving their goals. 

 Describe components of their degree program and develop a realistic plan for achieving their academic goals.  

 Identify different learning styles, evaluate which learning styles are most effective for their academic success, and apply 
personal strategies for learning that take into account their preferred learning styles. 

 Examine common college-student choices and relate them to their academic, personal and financial circumstances. 
 

University Honors Program outcomes 
Upon completion of an Honors FYE course, students will: 

 Develop an understanding of civic responsibility, and service-learning through service to the university and the community. 

 Develop an understanding of how the Honors Program requirements regarding coursework, experiential learning, and 
undergraduate research assist with student goal development and achievement. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Drop/Add Period: August 19-22, 2013 
Last Day to Withdraw Without Academic Penalty: October 14, 2013 
 

TEXTS 
Various downloads available on the course site. 
 

CLASS POLICIES 
Writing Competency 
If you need additional work on the surface features of your writing I will require you to schedule sessions at the Writing Center in 
order to pass the course. 
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Academic Honesty 
I expect that you will conduct yourself within the guidelines of the Honor System. All academic work should be completed with the 
high level of honesty and integrity that this University demands. 
 
I do not tolerate academic dishonesty. Beyond the moral implications, I find it insulting. It will result in an F in the course and 
possibly further sanctions. Plagiarism is presenting someone else's work as your own without giving them credit. "Someone else" is 
defined as anyone other than you: another student, a friend, relative, a source on the Internet, articles or books. And "work" is 
defined as ideas as well as language. So taking someone else's ideas and putting them in your own words – or using someone else's 
words to express your ideas – is plagiarism. And, in the case of friends and family, it doesn't matter if they give you permission. 
 
A note about group work: I encourage you to read and discuss the readings together outside of class. It is, in fact, the core of our 
endeavor, to hone our own ideas on these through discussions with others. Hearing a number of ideas will help you create your 
own. However, this does not mean that you should write work as a group. While discussion is obviously a group activity, writing is a 
solitary one, and should be treated as such. Any attempt to subvert this will be an instance of academic dishonesty. 
 
You cannot submit work for another student who is not present for a particular class period. 
 
Here is how the University defines Academic Dishonesty (from the Student Code of Conduct): 
 

CHEATING 
A. submitting material that is not yours as part of your course performance;  
B. using information or devices that are not allowed by the faculty;  
C. obtaining and/or using unauthorized materials; 
D. fabricating information, research, and/or results;  
E. violating procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, test, or other evaluation;  
F. collaborating with others on assignments without the faculty's consent;  
G. cooperating with and/or helping another student to cheat;  
H. demonstrating any other forms of dishonest behavior.  

 
PLAGIARISM 

A. directly quoting the words of others without using quotation marks or indented format to identify them;  
B. using sources of information (published or unpublished) without identifying them;  
C. paraphrasing materials or ideas without identifying the source;  
D. unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other 

academic material.  
 
Should you wish to pursue a case of academic dishonesty through the Office of Student Judicial Affairs, I will speak at your hearing 
and send a copy of this syllabus along with the documents in question to the Hearing Officer, so a plea of ignorance or non-malicious 
intent on your part will not be valid.  
 

Assignments 
All assignments will be typed, with an appropriate 12-point font, on 8.5" x 11" paper. 
 
I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS. NO EXCEPTIONS, NO EXCUSES. A late assignment is any work that is not turned in during the 
class period in which it is due. This means that you must anticipate any problems that will occur. In other words, a computer / 
printer / disk / car / arm being broken at the last minute is not an excuse. To avoid last-minute catastrophes (which always occur) DO 
NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO DO YOUR WORK. 
 

Attendance 
Attendance in this class is not optional. You are required to attend all classes. Attending class means that you are present and 
attentive for the whole class period and that you are prepared for the day's lesson. If you miss a class, regardless of the excuse, it 
will be counted as an absence (unless you are missing for a University-sanctioned reason). You do not want me in the position of 
deciding whose excuse is valid and whose isn't so I don't need any documentation for your absences. If you're within the limit it is 
not necessary, and after the limit it will not matter. You are allowed (but not encouraged) to miss 10% of the classes, which, for this 
course, amounts to three classes. If you are absent more than three times, regardless of the excuse, your final grade will be lowered 
by 5% for every subsequent absence. If you have to miss more than your allotted absences, there is obviously something going on in 
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your life which does not allow you to pursue this degree wholeheartedly, so you should consider withdrawal. Keep this in mind when 
using your absences – that's ALL you will be allowed. I do not accept ANY excuse after that. 
 
By now you recognize that arriving on time for class is, at its core, a sign of respect for your classmates and your professor. 
Tardiness, therefore, is a statement saying that your time is more important than anyone else's. I will strike a blow for the group by 
counting every instance of tardiness as 1/2 of an absence. So, if you're doing the math, you can be tardy several times without any 
consequences, save the collective disdain for your actions. And yes, your tardiness works in conjunction with your absences, so a 
combination of the two will push you toward the negative consequences outlined above. 
 

Classroom Behavior 
While I presume respect for our time together on everyone's part, I will make things easier by mandating that all cell phones, PDAs, 
and the like, be turned off and stowed out of sight. This way we'll have no texting inside bags or purses, and no startling rings during 
class. If you're expecting an emergency call (not text), please let me know before class begins. If you're so disrespectful as to text 
during class, and I see you doing so, I'll ask you to leave, and that will be counted as an absence. Even if it happens with only five 
minutes left in class, it will be counted as an absence. 
 
Unacceptable behavior will result in your removal from the class. Unacceptable behavior would include reading material not related 
to the class, private conversations during class, and, of course, sleeping in class. Students should not bring visitors to class, including 
children. Disruptive or disrespectful students will be asked to leave the class. 
 
I will be using the Cason Yellow Card System for those who would presume to text or perform some unrelated activity on a computer 
during class. The first time it happens, you'll get a yellow card, and will leave the class. This will count as an absence for you for the 
day, even if it occurs with just five minutes left in class. The second time it happens you'll get a red card, and will fail the class. 
 

This syllabus 
The syllabus is tentative and subject to change. You are responsible for all material presented in class, including announcements 
about changes in the course schedule or assignments. This means that if you miss a class YOU are responsible for finding out what 
happened or what has changed. It therefore might be a very good idea to get the name and number of another student. 
 
The syllabus is a contract. If you stay in the class you are agreeing to the terms of the syllabus. 
 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION 
This class complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students with disabilities needing academic accommodations 
must: 

 Register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC), and, 

 Provide a letter to the instructor from the SDRC indicating what your need may be for academic accommodation. This should be 
done within the first week of class. 

Students with these particular needs should contact the Student Disability Resource Center, Hampton Hall, 912.871.1566 
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EVALUATION 
 

Extended Orientation: 
 
Remembering the Future 
 Goal-Setting Worksheet 

REPLACED BY Preparing for Advisement & Planning for Your Future (see below) 
 
Your Academic Future 
 Goals and Degree Expectations Worksheet 

REPLACED BY – Preparing for Advisement & Planning for Your Future      30 
 
Overcoming Roadblocks 
 Time Management 101 
  Time Management Worksheet         10 
 Introduction to Financial Literacy 
  Create A Budget           10 
  Create A Saving Goal Worksheet         10 
  Emergency Fund Worksheet         10 
  Borrow Responsibly: Points of Reflection Writing       15 
 
People, Places, and Events 
 Places 
  Online Scavenger Hunt          10 
  Points of Reflection Writing         10 
 Events 
  Success Series 1: Points of Reflection Writing       15 
  Success Series 2: Points of Reflection Writing       15 
  Success Series 3: Points of Reflection Writing       15 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
EXTENDED ORIENTATION TOTAL:           150 
 

Seminar: 
 
Evaluating Information 
 Evaluating Information Worksheet          30 
 Evaluating Information Quiz          20 
 
Academic Research 
 Academic Research Worksheet          30 
 Academic Research Quiz           20 
 
Academic Integrity 
 Academic Integrity Discussion Prompts Writing        50 
 
Exam 1              75 
Exam 2              75 
 
Participation             50 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SEMINAR TOTAL:             350 
 
 

COURSE TOTAL:            500  
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CLASS SCHEDULE 
DATE MATERIAL DUE 
August 19 Intro, syllabus, etc.  

August 21 Intro to Folio; Software Links  

August 26 Dr. Engel / Dr. Desiderio: Honors at Georgia Southern  

August 28 Reading the Web: Your experience Time Management Worksheet  

September 2 LABOR DAY – NO CLASS  

September 4 Reading the Web: Your experience Create A Budget 

September 9 Writing the Web: Your experience Create A Saving Goal Worksheet 

September 11 Branding Emergency Fund Worksheet 

September 16 Evaluating Information Module Preparing for Advisement & Planning for Your Future 

September 18 Dr. Desiderio: The Experiential Learning Requirement Borrow Responsibly: Points of Reflection Writing 

September 23 Exam 1 presentation and assignment  

September 25 Principles for an Effective NFP Website Principles for an Effective NFP Website 

September 30 Dr. Engel / Dr. Desiderio / Ms. Martin: Scholarships EXAM 1 

October 2 Academic Research Module 
Evaluating Information Worksheet; 
Evaluating Information Quiz 

October 7 STUDENT CONFERENCES  

October 9 STUDENT CONFERENCES  

October 14 Web Design with HTML and CSS - Digital Classroom Web Design with HTML and CSS - Digital Classroom 

October 16 Site design II.  

October 21 Academic Integrity Module 
Academic Research Worksheet; 
Academic Research Quiz 

October 23 Client-Driven Focus  

October 28 Client-Driven Focus  

October 30 Client-Driven Focus  

October 11 Client-Driven Focus  

November 4 Site design III. Academic Integrity Discussion Prompts Writing 

November 6 Writing for the Web I.  

November 11 Exam 2 assigned  

November 13 Writing for the Web II.  

November 18 Writing for the Web III.  

November 20 Writing for the Web IV.  

November 25 THANKSGIVING BREAK  

November 27 THANKSGIVING BREAK  

December 2 Exam 2 presentation and assignment  

December 4 Course Evaluations  

December 11 12:30 pm EXAM 2 
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Humility Before Honor 
—University Honors Program motto 

 
 
 

University Honors Program Mission Statement  
The University Honors Program at Georgia Southern University offers a small college atmosphere in the context of a large 
comprehensive university. The program seeks to attract, retain and graduate students who have a passion for learning, a critical 
sense of inquiry, a spirit of creativity, a global perspective and an ethic of civic responsibility. A hallmark of the program is its 
emphasis on bringing ideas to life through experiential learning, service-learning and co-curricular events.  
 
 
 

Foundations of the University Honors Program  
The University Honors Program at Georgia Southern University rests on a foundation of the following themes that are inspired by 
the institution’s emphasis on engaged learning.  
 

Critical Sense of Inquiry  
Honors students will explore a variety of approaches to research designed to foster the pursuit of knowledge. Students will develop 
the ability to question with a healthy skepticism toward accepted opinion and seek out new knowledge with a genuine optimism. 
The culmination of the undergraduate experience is an independent research or creative project designed to exemplify a critical 
approach to inquiry.  
 

Spirit of Creativity  
Honors students will embrace the idea that creativity is a virtue that should be experienced by all students, regardless of discipline. 
This spirit involves a respect for different ways of knowing and openness to intellectual discussion and challenge. The chief avenue 
for the pursuit of creativity is through independent research.  
 

Civic Responsibility  
Honors students will demonstrate an ethic of civic responsibility and exemplify the motto for the program “Humility before Honor.” 
Students will be challenged to use their abilities and talents for the advancement of humanity and the pursuit of a greater good. The 
primary vehicle for the expression of civic responsibility is through service both to the university and the community.  
 

Global Perspective  
Honors students will develop a unique perspective that will allow them to approach their chosen discipline from an international 
point of view. This perspective involves the critical exploration of global concerns and generation of proposed solutions to 
international problems. Honors education provides this worldwide outlook through academic courses as well as through study 
abroad opportunities.  
 
 
 

UHP Learning Outcomes 
 

1. Develop an understanding of civic responsibility and service-learning through service to the university and the community. 
 

2. Research nationally competitive scholarship and fellowship opportunities that will assist with future educational endeavors. 
 

3. Develop an understanding of study abroad opportunities. 
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Experiential Learning Requirement in the University Honors Program 
 
One of the ways the honors experience differs from the traditional university experience is through the honors 
experiential learning component.  A hallmark of the University Honors Program involves bringing ideas to life.  As a 
result, Honors students are required to participate in at least one experiential learning project per year to enhance their 
undergraduate education.   
 
The University Honors Program maintains a variety of options for students to fulfill the Experiential Learning 
Requirement.  Most projects fall under three categories: Academic, Service, and Leadership. 
 
Academic Experiential Learning includes a number of projects where the student incorporates a learning experience that 
takes place outside the classroom or outside the role of a typical undergraduate student.  Such projects include: 
Undergraduate Research Projects, Study Abroad, Peer Leader/Instructor, Undergraduate Teaching Assistant, Internship 
for academic credit. 
 
The majority of honors students beyond the first year complete a Service-Learning Project to fulfill the requirement. All 
honors first-year students will participate in a service-learning project in their FYE classes. Students in all later years may 
choose to go on Alternative Break Trip, apply to be a part of Honors Community Scholars, or participate in other pre-
approved service-learning projects. To see a list of pre-approved opportunities on campus and off campus, please visit 
the University Honors Program website and click on the Experiential Learning link. 
 
Finally, students who take on a significant Leadership role in a student organization may use that experience to satisfy 
the requirement. 
 
During your first year, you will complete a project designed and maintained by your Honors First-Year Seminar and 
Global Citizens courses.  In subsequent years, students should investigate which project is appropriate for them and 
make arrangements as early as possible in the fall semester.  Registration for all projects will occur via an emailed survey 
early in the fall semester.  A second survey in late spring will be used for the reflection process. 
 
Summary of steps: 

1. Students decide on their project. First-year students will complete the project as part of their FYE courses. 
2. Students will fill out Experiential Learning Project Registration Survey sent to their Georgia Southern email 

address by the University Honors Program via Survey Monkey.  Completion of the survey is mandatory.  Do not 
opt-out of the survey.  All surveys will be complete by September 15. First-year students will select FYE class and 
their fall FYE professor’s name for their project. 

3. Students will work on their project over the course of the year. 
4. In late spring all students will complete the Experiential Learning Project Reflection Survey sent to them by the 

University Honors Program via Survey Monkey.  Completion of the survey is mandatory.  All surveys will be 
complete by April 16. Again, First-year students will select FYE class and their fall FYE professor’s name for their 
project.  

5. Students will also arrange with their project supervisor for a letter of verification of the project’s completion to 
be sent to the University Honors Program by April 30. 

6. Failure to complete any of these steps may result in removal from the University Honors Program. 
 
Full details: http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/honors/studentresources/experientiallearning 


