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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Graduates in all fields face many challenges in today's world that require the ability to think and engage globally. Doing 
so requires recognizing that different cultural perspectives influence the understanding of world issues. In this seminar, 
students describe factors that contribute to their cultural perspective, apply multiple cultural perspectives to global 
issues, and then apply this knowledge through engagement with local communities. In preparation for subsequent 
coursework as upper-class students, first-year students enroll in this course in their second semester. Prerequisite: FYE 
1220/1220H. 
 

GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT OUTCOME FOR AREA B OF THE CORE CURRICULUM 
Students will identify major themes across diverse societies in their historical and cultural contexts and will apply this 
knowledge through engagement in local and global communities. 
Global Citizens is tasked with meeting the second part of this outcome. 
 

COURSE GOALS 
1. Raise students' awareness of global issues and the effect those issues have on diverse societies. 
2. Encourage students to seek out experiences in and out of the formal curriculum to deepen their understanding 

of global issues. 
3. Engage students in local and global communities.  

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOS) 
Students will be able to . . . 

1. Describe factors that contribute to their cultural perspective. 
2. Apply multiple cultural perspectives to global issues. 
3. Apply knowledge of global issues through engagement with local communities. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Drop/Add Period: January 13-16, 2014 
Last Day to Withdraw Without Academic Penalty: March 10, 2014 
 

CLASS POLICIES 
Writing Competency 
If you need additional work on the surface features of your writing I will require you to schedule sessions at the Writing 
Center in order to pass the course. 
 

Academic Honesty 
I expect that you will conduct yourself within the guidelines of the Honor System. All academic work should be 
completed with the high level of honesty and integrity that this University demands. 
 

I do not tolerate academic dishonesty. Beyond the moral implications, I find it insulting. It will result in an F in the course 
and possibly further sanctions. Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as your own without giving them credit. 
"Someone else" is defined as anyone other than you: another student, a friend, relative, a source on the Internet, 
articles or books. And "work" is defined as ideas as well as language. So taking someone else’s ideas and putting them in 
your own words – or using someone else’s words to express your ideas – is plagiarism. And, in the case of friends and 
family, it doesn’t matter if they give you permission. 
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If you submit work for another classmate who is not present at that particular class period, please notify me, preferably 
by noting that fact in writing on the work itself. Failure to do so is an act of academic dishonesty, and will be treated as 
such. 
 

Here is how the University defines Academic Dishonesty (from the Student Code of Conduct): 
 

CHEATING 
A. submitting material that is not yours as part of your course performance;  
B. using information or devices that are not allowed by the faculty;  
C. obtaining and/or using unauthorized materials; 
D. fabricating information, research, and/or results;  
E. violating procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, test, or other evaluation;  
F. collaborating with others on assignments without the faculty’s consent;  
G. cooperating with and/or helping another student to cheat;  
H. demonstrating any other forms of dishonest behavior.  

 

PLAGIARISM 
A. directly quoting the words of others without using quotation marks or indented format to identify them;  
B. using sources of information (published or unpublished) without identifying them;  
C. paraphrasing materials or ideas without identifying the source;  
D. unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term 

papers or other academic material.  
 

Should you wish to pursue a case of academic dishonesty through the Office of Student Judicial Affairs, I will speak at 
your hearing and send a copy of this syllabus along with the documents in question to the Hearing Officer, so a plea of 
ignorance or non-malicious intent on your part will not be valid.  
 

Assignments 
All assignments will be typed, with an appropriate 12-point font, on 8.5” x 11” paper. 
 

I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS. NO EXCEPTIONS, NO EXCUSES. A late assignment is any work that is not turned in 
during the class period in which it is due. This means that you must anticipate any problems that will occur. In other 
words, a computer / printer / disk / car / arm being broken at the last minute is not an excuse. To avoid last-minute 
catastrophes (which always occur) DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO DO YOUR WORK. 
 

Attendance 
Attendance in this class is not optional. You are required to attend all classes. Attending class means that you are 
present and attentive for the whole class period and that you are prepared for the day’s lesson. If you miss a class, 
regardless of the excuse, it will be counted as an absence (unless you are missing for a University-sanctioned reason). 
You do not want to put me in the position of deciding whose excuse is valid and whose isn't so I don't need any 
documentation for your absences. If you're within the limit it is not necessary, and after the limit it will not matter. You 
are allowed (but not encouraged) to miss 10% of the classes, which, for this course, amounts to two classes. If you are 
absent more than two times, regardless of the excuse, your final grade will be lowered by 5% for every subsequent 
absence. If you have to miss more than your allotted absences, there is obviously something going on in your life which 
does not allow you to pursue this degree wholeheartedly, so you should consider withdrawal. Keep this in mind when 
using your absences – that’s ALL you will be allowed. I do not accept ANY excuse after that. 
 

By now you recognize that arriving on time for class is, at its core, a sign of respect for your classmates and your 
professor. Tardiness, therefore, is a statement saying that your time is more important than anyone else's. I will strike a 
blow for the group by counting every instance of tardiness as 1/2 of an absence. So, if you're doing the math, you can be 
tardy several times without any consequences, save the collective disdain for your actions. And yes, your tardiness 
works in conjunction with your absences, so a combination of the two will push you toward the negative consequences 
outlined above. 
 

Classroom Behavior 
While I presume respect for our time together on everyone's part, I will make things easier by mandating that all cell 
phones, PDAs, and the like, be turned off and stowed out of sight. This way we'll have no texting inside bags or purses, 
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and no startling rings during class. If you're expecting an emergency call (not text), please let me know before class 
begins. If you're so disrespectful as to text during class, and I see you doing so, I'll ask you to leave, and that will be 
counted as an absence. Even if it happens with only five minutes left in class, it will be counted as an absence. 
 

Unacceptable behavior will result in your removal from the class. Unacceptable behavior would include reading material 
not related to the class, private conversations during class, and, of course, sleeping in class. Students should not bring 
visitors to class, including children. Disruptive or disrespectful students will be asked to leave the class. 
 

I will be using the Cason Yellow Card System for those who would presume to text or perform some unrelated activity on 
a computer during class. The first time it happens, you'll get a yellow card, and will leave the class. This will count as an 
absence for you for the day, even if it occurs with just five minutes left in class. The second time it happens you'll get a 
red card, and will fail the class. 
 

This syllabus 
The syllabus is tentative and subject to change. You are responsible for all material presented in class, including 
announcements about changes in the course schedule or assignments. This means that if you miss a class YOU are 
responsible for finding out what happened or what has changed. It therefore might be a very good idea to get the name 
and number of another student. 
 

The syllabus is a contract. If you stay in the class you are agreeing to the terms of the syllabus. 
 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION 
This class complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students with disabilities needing academic 
accommodations must: 

 Register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC), and, 

 Provide a letter to the instructor from the SDRC indicating what your need may be for academic accommodation. 
This should be done within the first week of class. 

Students with these particular needs should contact the Student Disability Resource Center, Hampton Hall, 
912.871.1566 
 

COURSE DESIGN 
During the semester, we’ll be researching and presenting on the process of editing and writing an article for Wikipedia, 
the online encyclopedia. This class will be project-based, where groups of students will collect and present information 
about the Wikipedia editing process. We will all become registered editors/authors for Wikipedia, and your group 
presentations will focus on the editing, submission, and approval, processes within the site. You will then select one 
article to edit (and keep track of your changes), and one topic which is lacking in Wikipedia for which you will create and 
submit an article. 
 

GROUP PRESENTATIONS 
Presentations will be done in groups of four students. Groups and topics (and thus order) will be chosen through an 
online random number generator. Presentation topics are shown in the Calendar below. Presentations should be a 
minimum of 20 minutes long, and each group member should speak for at least five minutes. Your presentation should 
have some form of an artifact for your audience to take away. Internal evaluations of each group will be made by group 
members; presentations will be evaluated by all present for them. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Group presentation:   20% 
Individual article editing:  30% 
Individual article composition:  50% 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
TOTAL:     100% 
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COURSE CALENDAR 
1/16 Introduction; Syllabus 

1/23 Wiki markup, joining Wikipedia, creating an account, making a personal page 

1/30 Tutorial / DUE: account and page 

2/6 Tutorial cont’d.; Copy editing 

2/13 Group presentation: “Resources On and Off Which You Should Use” 

2/20 Group Presentation: “Principles of Good Editing” 

2/27 Finding a topic to research / DUE: one copy-edited article 

3/6 Finding a topic to research, cont’d 

3/13 Group Presentation: “What Makes A Good Article?” 

3/27 Group Presentation: “The Problems and Successes of Editing Your Own Writing” 

4/3 Group Presentation: “Improving What You Thought Was Finished” 

4/10 Last-minute Q&A 

4/17 Group editing / DUE: one completed article 

4/24 Group editing, cont’d. 

5/1 Group editing, cont’d. 

 


